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enemies, whose burning hate is fired by their own
ill-concealed malevolence of heart, whose skill
is exhausted to betray him into some indis-
cretion, but who always come off second best
in every attempt. His loving soul steadily directs
his hand in wonderful sanative power for the re-
lief of the afflicted; his innocence of guile and
fortitude of purpose conduct him through sore
privations and baffled plots, spotless as the un-
fallen snow. Envy itself cannot find a flaw in his
character, nor a plausible excuse for defamation.
In every difficult position he is forced to take by
" the contradiction of sinners," he maintains the
most dignified decorum, while managing his own
cause with consummate skill. His penetration
into the constitution of our moral being places
him, in solitary majesty, far above all earthly
sages, the anatomist of the human heart. The
depth of his knowledge, the simplicity and sublim-
ity of its utterance, the comprehensiveness of his
thoughts, their coherence in showing the purity
of his doctrine, extorted from soldiers sent to ap-
prehend him this testimony, given by way of ex-
cuse for not doing it: " Never man spake as this
man!"

These words of unparalleled wisdom, these
instructions of weightiest import, these works of
benevolence in a life of love, we have in the sim-
ple narratives of the Gospel; and every man can
judge for himself. If they did not come from
Jesus Christ, how did they get into that book, and
whence did they come? If they did come from
him, how is it that the h priori argument of infi-